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Idaho mine rock burst injures 7

Miners were worked 1,800 meters underground

Seven miners were rescued from a mine in Idaho after they were injured by a rock burst while working more than mile deep, sources reported.  One of the miners was taken to a hospital, while the other six were treated at the scene and then went home.

The miners were working when a rock burst, which is an explosion of rock caused by excessive pressure from the weight of the ground above.   At first it was thought that the men were trapped, but that wasn’t what happened.

The U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration will investigate the incident, which comes after two Lucky Friday miners died in separate accidents at the mine this year.  

The owners of the mine were criticized for safety failures that led to an earlier accident that caused one man's death. The mine received four citations and faces nearly $1 million US in penalties, the Spokesman-Review of Spokane, Wash., reported.

